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SDG Goal 4

Target 4.7
By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire 

the knowledge and skills needed to 

promote sustainable development, 

including, among others, through 

education for sustainable development 

and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, 

gender equality, promotion of a culture 

of peace and non-violence, global 

citizenship and appreciation of cultural 

diversity and of culture’s contribution to 

sustainable development



Non-Traditional Student
Usually older than 25 and balance their education 
with family and/or career responsibilities.

Reluctant to be involved in extracurricular 
activities

Have unique strengths, diverse 
experiences, maturity which they apply to their 
learning and teach their traditional-student peers.



SDG Goal 5

Target 5.1
End all forms of discrimination 

against all women and girls 

everywhere

“Gender equality is not only a 

fundamental human right, but a 

necessary foundation for a 

peaceful, prosperous and 

sustainable world.”



Utah and Elsewhere
In Rural Utah, young marriages and single 
parents are common.

In 2005, in a graduating class of 82. 1 girl was 
married at 14, 4 at 16 and over 15 by 19.

Patriarchal society

Outsiders are often not accepted into the 
community and don’t have a voice in 
community policies/affairs



Teaching Utah 
Model of 
Sustainability 

As a non-traditional 

student, I helped 

teach other students 

how to organize and 

host dignitaries. This 

include within the 

Political Science 

department. 



Teaching Utah 
Model of 
Sustainability 

Amb. Forsyth and 

President Korosi are 

two dignitaries we 

made the strongest 

difference with. 





Serving Local Communities 

Tristin Smith, Alitha Thompson, and McKay 
Brooks fundraise for Hope4Orem,

January 25th and 26th 2023

L to R: Alitha Thompson, Callum Thompson, Penelope 
Thompson and Byan Alghanmi with Rotarians deliver 

coats at Sharon Elementary School,
December 3rd, 2021

(L to R): Alitha Thompson, UVU Rotaractor and 
her husband Scott Thompson volunteer during 

Orem Summerfest breakfast,
June 11th, 2022 

(L to R) Emily Hall and Alitha 
Thompson during the Club Rush,

September 14-15, 2022

Oranges are unloaded by Orem-Lindon Rotarians 
and Rotaractors on February 22, 2022

Alitha Thompson discusses role of non-
traditional students with Arthur Brooks,

Harvard professor and Atlantic columnist, 
October 27th, 2022

Alitha Thompson with Orem-Lindon Rotarian working 
together to gather leaves in Lindon,

October 23, 2021

UIMF contributed to the annual 
Club Rush on September 14 - 15, 

2021



Observing International Mountain Day 

(From L to R, Top to Bottom) Alitha Thompson, Tatiana Panfilenko, Dr. Rusty Butler, Baiel Abibillaev, Prof. Abdrisaev, Tariel 
Talantbek uulu, Dr. Almaz, Nazik Erkinbek kyzy, Dallas Karren, Dylan Tweed, Cody Conklin, Camilla Pendleton,

December 1st, 2021

Alitha Thompson, UIMF President addresses the audience during 13th IMD 
observation at UVU on December 6th, 2022



UN Written Statement Highlighting SEL and UIMF



PREPARATIONS AND HOSTING PARALLEL EVENT, 

66th and 67th SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF 

WOMEN, 

MARCH 21, 2022, MARCH 6-8, 2023



Rotaractors attend the opening ceremonies 
for the UN 67th Session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women on March 6th, 2023

Rotaractors ensured videos were loaded, speeches 
were perfected and re-read, and equipment was 
ready for the Parallel Event on March 6th, 2023



The Parallel Event on March 6th, 2023 was well attended 
with people from China, India, Pakistan and other non-

government organizations who were interested in how Rotary 
and students can work in sustainable development advocacy 

efforts.

Poster of the parallel 
event, co-hosted by 

UIMF with RANS on 
March 6th, 2023   



PREPARATIONS 
AND HOSTING 
SIDE EVENT ON 
MARCH 8TH, 
2023



Rotaractors test the sound and visual in preparation 
of the side event.

Rotaract President Tristin Juarez-
Smith, UIMF President Alitha 

Thompson, and Rotaractors Nikki 
Smith, Sami Davis, Rachel Welker 
prepare scripts and presentations 
for the side event on March 8th, 

2023

Rotaractor Hendrix Bailey 
is ready to assist with 

video and sound during the 
side event on March 8th, 

2023

Successful people are not 
gifted; they just work hard, 
then succeed on purpose.

-GK Nielson



Provisional Programme of the side event featured Alitha 
Thompson, UIMF Presidents as its moderator. 

(L to R) Rotaract President Tristin Juarez-Smith,  Deputy 
PR of Austria, Mr. Jochen Hans-Joachim Almoslechner, Dr. 
Rusty Butler, RANS, Mrs. Sharapat Mazhitova, Member of 
the Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic, PR of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Mrs. Aida Kasymalieva, UIMF President Alitha 
Thompson, Jamil Ahmad, Director of Intergovernmental 

Affairs, UNEP, and Dr. Jay DeSart Chair, UVU History and 
Political Science Department



(R to L): UIMF President Alitha Thompson, as a  
moderator of the side event, PR of the Kyrgyz Republic to 

the UN, Ambassador Aida Kasymalieva  and the 
Honorable Sharapat Mazhitova, deputy of the Kyrgyz 

Parliament 

(L to R): Dr. Baldomero Lago, UVU VP for Global Engagement, 
PR of the Kyrgyz Republic to the UN, Mrs. Aida Kasymalieva, 
UIMF President Alitha Thompson and PR of Uzbekistan to the 

UN, Mr. Bakhtiyor Ibragimov after the side event

UIMF President Alitha Thompson with 
PR of  Andorra to the UN, 

Mrs. Elisenda Vives Balmaña



UVU Rotaractors highlight student initiatives during 
the meeting with the Honorable Richard Mills, United 

Stated deputy ambassador to the UN, and Ngoyi Ngoyi, 

Political Advisor at the Permanent Mission of the United 

States to the UN.
UVU Rotaractors meet with the President of the United 

Nations General Assembly. (L to R): McKay Brooks, 
Stephan Atkinson, Alitha Thompson, Ambassador Csaba 

Kőrösi. Tristin Smith and Rachel Welker 



MP 2021 and 2022 Annual Reports Featuring UIMF and SEL



2022 United Nations Secretary General's report on SMD  About SEL



LESSONS FROM
  SEL AND UIMF

 Purpose of the SDGS

 No one is left behind

 No one fights alone

 Everyone Matters

“This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity…All 

countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, will 

implement this plan…As we embark on this collective journey, we pledge that 

no one will be left behind. “
-Preamble, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development



LESSONS FROM
SEL AND UIMF

 We’re all in this world together, fighting 
for the same thing. We want to 
graduate, get a good job that provides 
for a family, and to live.

 Mom’s everywhere are the same

 Amb. Of Kyrgyzstan to the UN

 Aida Kasymalieva

 Amb. of Andorra to the UN

 Mrs. Elisenda Vives Balmaña

 Chuxiong Normal University



LESSONS FROM
SEL AND UIMF

 Stand for and Speak your 

truth. If you are willing to 

work hard for your dreams, 

to make a difference, it is 

possible. But it requires hard 

work, sacrifice and lots of 

tears. 

 Don’t lose sight of what 

matters.



FUTURE PLANS
 MOM and PARTNER!

 ASU – Masters of Liberal Arts

 Cultural Communication

 Research paper

 Non-traditional students

 PhD

 Similarities in Cultures 

 Teaching in China

 United Nations

 Promote the spirit of the SDG’s for equality 
and respect for all.

 China and the United States



Questions, 

please?
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