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UIMF MEMBERS AT HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM, 
UN TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL CHAMBER,

JULY 18,  2018

HLPF 2018 – “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”

Samuel Elzinga Speaks at High-Level Political Forum, 
July 18,  2018



SAM ELZINGA SPEAKS AT HLPF

HLPF 2018 – “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”

Statement Copy Pass to the HLPF



Meeting with PR of Kyrgyzstan to the UN, 
Ambassador Moldoisaeva

Meeting with PR of Tajikistan to the UN,
Ambassador Mahmadaminov

Meeting with PR of Uzbekistan to the UN,
Ambassador Ibragimov

Meeting with PR of Kazakhstan to the UN, 
Ambassador Umarov

HLPF 2018 – “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies”

Meeting with PRs of Kyrgyzstan to the UN, Tajikistan to 
the UN and Kazakhstan to the UN

Meetings with Central 

Asian Officials during High-

Level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development 



OBSERVING INTERNATIONAL 

MOUNTAIN DAY 2018 AT THE 

UNITED NATIONS

(R to L) UIMF leaders: Samuel Elzinga, Andrew Jensen and Yoko Watanabe 
the Global Manager of GEF Small Grants Programme for the United Nations 
Development Program during IMD panel discussion at the United Nations,

December 11, 2018



HOSTING UNITED NATIONS DIGNITARIES AT UVU

Samuel Elzinga during UIMF members 
meeting with PR of Austria to the UN, 

Ambassador Jan Kickert , 
January 19, 2019

Samuel Elzinga presents gift to PR of Tajikistan 
to the UN, Ambassador Mahmadaminov, 

October 05, 2019



PARTICIPATION AT THE UN CIVIL SOCIETY CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK.

Samuel Elzinga (Center) with other youth committee members from 
Utah on the floor of the UN Security Council during the conference, 

March 20, 2019
This is Central Asian dish - lagman

Visit to Brighton Beach



DELIVERING COATS TO ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS WITH ROTARIANS

Sam Elzinga ( second from the right) with Orem Rotary members 
with UVU Rotaractors present coats to the principal of the 

Westmore Elementary School in Orem,
 December 6, 2020

Coats being sorted before delivery



OBSERVING INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY 2019 AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS

Attendees of the International Mountain Day observation at the United 
Nations headquarters

Sam Elzinga speaks during the International Mountain Day observation at 
the UN headquarters



SUMMER 2019 INTERNSHIP IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Samuel Elzinga (L) with Congresswoman Debbie Lesko (R) at an intern 
appreciation event

Samuel in the Library of Congress,



MAIN TAKEAWAYS FROM UIMF

 Singlehandedly one of the most impactful experiences I had in 

college.

 Taught me about front of house and back of house diplomacy

 The journey is where the magic happens, not the end destination

 I still get asked about my experiences at UIMF!



FRUITS OF THE LABOR PT 1

 I was UVU’s first Truman Scholar finalist in over 30 

years. 

 Huge personal and institutional achievement

 My policy proposal, a core component of the 

application, was directly related to helping women 

and girls in mountainous Central Asia find microloan 
programs to start sustainable businesses.

 Didn’t get the scholarship but was honored to go 

that far!



FRUITS OF THE 

LABOR PT 2

 Was awarded the Atlas Award at UVU 

as a result of my work with UIMF.

 This was 4 years of work recognized – 

one of the most satisfying experiences 

of my undergraduate career.



CULMINATION

 I published my senior thesis, which 

drew largely on my experiences 

advocating for SMD with UIMF. 

 Largely focused on security issues, but 

as you all know, conflict and peace in 

the mountains are a huge component 

to SMD!

 This is one of ten academic 

publications I participated in while at 

UVU and president of UIMF.



WHAT AM I UP TO NOW?

 Graduate school? (on pause now due to health issues, likely 
transferring to KU this fall)

 Data Analyst at Domani Preneed

 Data Manager for Oxus Society for Central Asian Affairs – working 
on mountain issues and data collection specifically

 I run my own consulting firm focused on economic development 
in rural areas – looking to expand into Utah/mountainous regions!

 Using SEL as my development plan includes hiring local interns to 
help with these issues

 UIMF has made most of these opportunities possible.
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