
 

The Honorable Joseph Pitts,  

United States House of Representatives (1996-2017)   

The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts served as a distinguished member of the United States 

House of Representatives from 1996 to 2017, representing Pennsylvania's 16th 

congressional district. Throughout his tenure in Congress, Pitts carved out a 

reputation as a steadfast advocate for his constituents, consistently prioritizing their 

needs and concerns at the national level. Born in Lexington, Kentucky, in 1939, 

Pitts's journey to political prominence was marked by his deep-seated values and 

commitment to service. Before entering politics, he served in the U.S. Air Force, 

where he developed a strong sense of duty and leadership. This experience, coupled 

with his educational background at Asbury College and West Chester University, 

laid a solid foundation for his political career. Pitts entered the political arena with a 

focus on education and healthcare, leveraging his position to champion significant 

legislation in these areas. Notably, his efforts in Congress were characterized by a 

strong pro-life stance, advocacy for veterans' affairs, and a commitment to combat 

human trafficking. Pitts's legislative work reflected his conservative values, 

emphasizing fiscal responsibility, limited government, and the importance of family 

and community. As Chair of the Health Subcommittee of the House Energy and 



Commerce Committee, Pitts played a pivotal role in shaping health policy in the 

United States. His leadership in this capacity allowed him to influence important 

discussions and legislation related to healthcare access, affordability, and quality. 

Pitts's dedication to public service extended beyond his legislative duties. He was 

actively involved in various caucuses and committees, where he worked to foster 

bipartisanship and address pressing national and international issues. His 

commitment to human rights, particularly his efforts to end religious persecution 

globally, earned him respect and recognition from various advocacy groups and 

international bodies. After serving with distinction for over two decades, The 

Honorable Joseph Pitts retired from Congress in 2017, leaving behind a legacy of 

principled leadership and unwavering dedication to the betterment of society. His 

contributions to the legislative process and the well-being of his constituents stand 

as a testament to his career in public service. 

 

 


