
Round Table With Rotary Club Representatives 
 

On November 16, 2016, UVU students hosted a very interesting event – round table 
highlighting three representatives of the Rotary Clubs from the State of Utah: Dr. Scott 
Leckman from Salt Lake City Rotary Club, Mrs. Ruth Riley and Dean Jackson, the President 
and the member of the Provo City Rotary Club respectively. It was a forum contributing to 
the commemoration of the International Mountain Day, declared by the United Nations. 

 
Dr. Scott Leckman during Round Table at UVU 

 

One quote that Dr. Scott Leckman started with that really captures the mission of the rotary 
club is from Albert Schweitzer which states “I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one 
thing I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have sought 
and found how to serve.” This was really reflected throughout the whole discussion. I also 
really liked that the emphasis that the three distinguished guests made was not only on 
providing service to others, but also connecting with them. Dean Jackson even mentioned 
how when we break down what we all are – even to our smallest particles, we are all energy. 
It is that energy that connects us and drives us and makes us one. We all come from varying 
backgrounds and circumstances. Instead of dividing us, these differences should bind us 
together and should allow us to share strengths and work together. That idea is very present 
in the Rotary Club. Not only are their members concerned about helping and changing their 
own community, but they are also interested in helping others internationally, on a global 
scale. 
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One such example was with the overall goal of the Rotary International to eradicate polio. 
Polio has been a problem since ancient times, but had become a huge problem in the 
20th century especially in the United States. Once a vaccine was created that was efficient and 
successful, the goal was made to eradicate polio completely. The Rotary Club was the first 
group to start trying to eradicate polio worldwide, which is a challenge since the disease is 
not as easy to recognize (because it can be asymptomatic) and eliminate as other diseases 
such as small pox. However, they have been able to travel to different countries around the 
world providing free vaccinations for children. One example that Dr. Leckman gave was with 
work of their group in India. They were able to provide the vaccine to many who would 
normally never have received it. Because of their determination, they along with others have 
almost completely eradicated polio globally. Now polio is limited to 3 countries and they 
have only had 32 cases this year as opposed to several hundred cases in previous years. 

 
Christian Jensen Presents Certificate of Appreciation to Dean L. Jackson for 

Contribution to the International Mountain Day Celebration 
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Not only do members of Rotary Clubs strive to help with diseases and vaccinations, but they 
also help with challenges and problems in other areas as well. Some of these focuses are 
peace, water and sanitation, maternal and child health, education, natural disasters, etc. One 
example with this was in helping with instruments in Japan after a tsunami. 

One reason why members of Rotary International are able to help so much and in so many 
areas worldwide is because they are not religious or politically based. They’re only based on 
service and so it is something connectable and relatable wherever you go, and this has 
opened many doors for them that might otherwise have been shut if they had other 
affiliations. 

Distinguished presenters also brought out what we all have that is valuable to others. These 
three things are our word, our time, and our money. They brought out that even though we 
are college students, the first two of those things are free and we can easily give. Also, as we 
are in school and learning, it is important to learn how to serve and help others in whatever 
vocation we may be pursuing. 

                     Johana Linford, UVU Student, Political Science Major 

 


