Scenario 1

Witness:  You live across the street from an old run down home that has lots of activity at it at strange hours.  There are numerous cars that come and go, and many people that you don’t recognize.  There was a fire today at the house, and just before the fire you heard tires screeching and witness two males (ad lib descriptions) getting into a old Ford Mustang and screeching away. Seconds later the garage had smoke and fire visible in the corner.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scenario 1

Fire Investigator:

You were called to the scene of a fire at a run down home in a rough area of town. There are many people out on the street. When you arrive, the Battalion Chief directs you to speak with a neighbor who states he might have some information for you and wants to talk to you right away.  Your job is to interview the witness and gain as much information as possible.

Scenario 2

Suspect:  Earlier in the day you were involved with a group of friends that skipped your boring investigation class and went to have  a smoke in a vacant home across the street from the school. One of your buddies pulled out a cigarette lighter and lit an old sofa chair on fire.  You tried to put the fire out before leaving but the fire grew to quickly.  You don’t want to tell what happened and get your pal in trouble but you know that what happened was wrong.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 2

Fire Investigator:

You were called to investigate a fire in a vacant home across from a school. There are several individuals on the sidewalk watching what is going on. You notice that one of them appears nervous and is paying more attention than the others to what is happening.  You walk over and introduce yourself.  Now interview the individual and learn as much as you can about the person and the fire.

Scenario 3

Firefighter:

You were part of an engine crew that responded to a shed fire behind a home in an expensive neighborhood. When you arrived there were foot prints in the snow in the backyard and the shed was completely engulfed in flame. Inside the shed was a Harley Davidson and it was completely destroyed by the fire. You noticed a strong smell of gasoline when you first arrived on scene and the fire was difficult to extinguish. Little remains of the shed or the motorcycle.  You spoke with the homeowner for a minute and he acted kind of funny to you. It seemed like he didn’t care all that much that the motorcycle was burned up.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Scenario 3

Fire Investigator:

You were called out in the middle of the night to a shed fire. You were told enroute that the shed had a motorcycle in it and the IC was requesting an investigator. This is all you know.  Only one engine crew remains on scene and they are waiting for you. Interview the fire fighter and learn what you can.

Scenario 4

Perpetrator:

You are in financial trouble and researched how to burn your house for insurance money on the internet. You waited until your spouse was gone and then removed your valuables (guns, jewelry, photos, pictures and a big screen tv) from the house. You then poured two gallons of gasoline in the home and lit it on fire. You barley made it out and you were shocked how fast it went up. You called 911 and reported your home was on fire. You know that this is a big time offense and you don’t’ want to go to jail. You don’t want to cooperate with the investigator but you think if you ask for a lawyer it will tip them off. Dodge the investigators questions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Scenario 4

Fire Investigator:

You were called out to the scene of a home fire where the only occupant home at the time was the one who reported the fire. The occupant made it out okay, but suffered some minor burns.  Neighbors reported to a police officer that the home owners had been having trouble lately and they had been heard fighting. They also believed that the owners may be having financial problems.  As you arrive on scene, one of the senior Captains advises you that he noticed something odd. He said that there was a entertainment center in the front room but there wasn’t a TV on it.  He said he also noticed other items missing in the home such as pictures on the walls.  The first arriving officer’s size up report included a statement about the home being “heavily involved in fire”.  The time of the 911 call was only six minutes before the first engine arrived.  The home owner waits for you to talk to them.
