Pumping Apparatus Driver/Operator

Apparatus Safety and
Handbook, 3rd Edition

Operating Emergency Vehicles


Skill 3-2
Evaluation Checklist
Objective 16:
Drive a fire service apparatus. [NFPA® 1002, 4.3.1, 4.3.6]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skills evaluation checklist, students will drive a fire service apparatus. This skill sheet is a beginning step of a process that a driver/operator student shall go through to prepare them to take a pumping apparatus on actual roadways. 
Students should be allowed to advance at their own pace and not pushed unsafely. Instructors should be careful in assessing an individual’s competence and confidence in these steps. Consider having a presently certified driver/operator take the apparatus to an isolated area for the students to practice.
Remind students to always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all procedures.
Students completing this objective on a tiller apparatus must perform all the steps from this skill sheet from the tiller operator position.
Resources
	· Appropriate PPE including hearing protection
· Manufacturer’s operator’s manual
· Fire service apparatus

	


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the candidate has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.
	Evaluator/Candidate Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skills Evaluation Checklist

Objective 16:
Drive a fire service apparatus. [NFPA® 1002, 4.3.1, 4.3.6]
NOTE: Ensure vehicle is properly prepared and that all personnel are clear before performing this skill.
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Manual Shift Transmission 
with a Single-Speed Rear Axle
	
	

	1.
	Perform the steps in Skill Sheet 3-1 to start the apparatus.
	
	

	2.
	Ensure that all riders are seated and wearing safety restraints and hearing protection.
	
	

	3.
	Depress the service brake pedal with the right foot.
	
	

	4.
	Depress the clutch pedal with the left foot.
	
	

	5.
	Release the parking brake.
	
	

	6.
	Place the gear shifter into a low gear.
	
	

	7.
	Release the clutch slowly.
a. Check surroundings before moving.
b. Take care to avoid vehicle rollback before engaging the clutch.
	
	

	8.
	Drive forward, depressing the accelerator appropriately.
	
	

	9.
	Proceed from the station after proper speed or rpm is reached, apparatus clears the station, and you have an unobstructed view of street and traffic conditions. 
a.
Go to an area that is out of normal traffic to practice forward driving. 
NOTE: Some suggestions are an empty, large, open parking lot; a long driveway alongside the firehouse; or a rarely used dead-end street.
b.
Shift to a higher gear after proper speed or rpm is reached, after apparatus clears station, and you have an unobstructed view of street and traffic conditions.
c.
Shift to a lower gear, maintaining peak engine power, and remaining in gear at all times.
	
	

	10.
	Bring the apparatus to a complete stop, braking smoothly, and without skidding.
	
	

	11.
	Shut down the apparatus per Skill Sheet 3-1.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Automatic Transmission
	
	

	1.
	Perform the steps in Skill Sheet 3-1 to start the apparatus.
	
	

	2.
	Ensure that all riders are seated and wearing safety restraints and hearing protection.
	
	

	3.
	Depress the service brake pedal.
	
	

	4.
	Release the parking brake.
	
	

	5.
	Place the transmission into a gear for normal operation.
	
	

	6.
	Drive forward, depressing the accelerator appropriately. 
	
	

	7.
	Proceed forward after apparatus clears station and you have an unobstructed view of street and traffic conditions.
a.
Go to an area that is out of normal traffic to practice forward driving. 
NOTE: Some suggestions are an empty, large, open parking lot; a long driveway alongside the firehouse, or a rarely used dead-end street.
	
	

	8.
	Bring the apparatus to a complete stop, braking smoothly and without skidding.
	
	

	9.
	Shut down the apparatus per Skill Sheet 3-1.
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