Pumping Apparatus Driver/Operator
Handbook, 3rd Edition

Operating Fire Pumps


Skill 10-5
Evaluation Checklist
Objective 11:
Operate from a pressurized water source. [NFPA® 1002, 5.2.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skills evaluation checklist, students will operate from a pressurized water source. This skill may require additional personnel to help the student perform this skill. Remind students to always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and department standard operating procedures (SOPs).
Resources
	· Appropriate PPE
· Pumping apparatus
· Apparatus operator’s manual
· External pressurized water supply (hydrant or supply hose from another fire pump)
	· Wheel chocks
· Gate valve(s) (optional)
· Hydrant and spanner wrenches
· Additional personnel if applicable
· Hoselines, nozzles, and other related 
tools and equipment


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the candidate has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.
	Evaluator/Candidate Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skills Evaluation Checklist

Objective 11:
Operate from a pressurized water source. [NFPA® 1002, 5.2.1]
NOTE:  Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and department standard operating procedures (SOPs).
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Position the apparatus in a safe position, and immobilize it by setting the parking brake and chocking the wheels.
	
	

	2.
	Make hydrant connections, open intakes, and bleed air pressure as needed.
	
	

	3.
	Note the static pressure in the water system by reading the master intake. Check this pressure after the pump is full of water and after pressure in the system has stabilized.
	
	

	4.
	Multistage pump: Set the transfer valve to the proper position. SERIES (PRESSURE) position (generally).
	
	

	5.
	Increase the engine rpm, using the hand throttle/pressure governor (ensure in “pressure”).
	
	

	6.
	Observe the master pressure gauge as the throttle is being advanced.
a.
If the pump is normally full of water, the master pressure gauge should start to rise as soon as the rpm is increased. Use primer as dictated by local SOPs to evacuate air.
b.
If the pump has been drained of water, it will be full of air. The air has to be forced out of the pump by the water as it enters before discharge pressure can build. At least one of the discharge valves or the tank fill line must be open before the air can escape and the pump can fill with water.
	
	

	7.
	If none of the attack lines is ready to be charged by the time the pump pressure has built up, allow water to circulate.
a.
Partially open the pump-to-tank line.
b.
Remove air trapped in the pump and piping.
c.
Establish a stable pressure.
	
	

	8.
	If the hoselines are ready for water when the pressure is set, initiate water flow. Open the discharge valve slowly.
	
	

	9.
	Set the automatic pressure-regulating device for the operating pressure or verify pressure governor into the correct mode.
	
	

	10.
	Monitor the pump temperature to prevent overheating, using one of the following methods as appropriate:

a. Disengage fire pump if possible.

b. Use a bypass or circulator valve if the apparatus is so equipped.
c. Partially open the tank fill valve.
d. Discharge water to atmosphere by hoseline or outlet.
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