ASL 2010: Intermediate American Sign Language I
Utah Valley University
Semester XXXX

General Course Information:
Title: ASL 2010
Dates: XXXX
Format: Face-to-Face
Instructor: XXXX

Course Description:
Reviews and builds upon the grammar and conversation skills learned in the first year courses. Concentrates on understanding and acquiring more advanced conversational proficiency in ASL. Emphasizes the use of various kinds of ASL classifiers in the function of describing objects and in providing locative information. Analyzes Deaf culture with an emphasis on the struggles of this linguistic minority with a majority controlled educational establishment with particular attention to the effects on individual Deaf lives.

Learning Outcomes
· Demonstrate an advanced conversational use of ASL, specifically in the use of classifiers to describe objects and locative information.
· Demonstrate increased awareness of Deaf culture and Deaf-world's struggle with oppression and their battle for the right to participate in decision making affairs impacting their community and culture.
· Describe the effects of current and past educational practices on individual lives within Deaf culture and the Deaf-World. Demonstrate knowledge and recognition of some of the complexities present in Deaf community, Deaf culture and the Deaf-World.
· Demonstrate the ability to interrelate knowledgeably, responsibly, and respectfully within the context of Deaf society: community, culture and the Deaf-World.

Required Materials
· Gelineau, L., Shannon, T., Harris, R., Bryant, R., & Marbury, N. (2019). TRUE+WAY ASL: Unit 7-12 student e-workbook. Austin, TX: Purple Moontower. http://truewayasl.com
· Nomeland, M.M., & Nomeland, R.E. (2011). The Deaf Community in America: History in the Making. Jefferson, NC: McFarland Press.

Coursework Overview
True+Way ASL
The True+Way ASL approach is designed to help you develop the study skills you need to learn ASL on your own. To help you accomplish this goal I will ask you to view instructional videos, practice on your own, participate in online group activities, meet online with our ASL tutor, and meet with me one-on-one and in small groups.

Deaf Culture Studies
You are at an exciting point of ASL acquisition. As an ASL & Deaf Studies student, you have the unique challenge to learn how to discuss Deaf Culture in English and ASL. To help you discuss Deaf Culture topics in English, you will be asked to read Deaf Community in America: History in the Making (Nomeland and Nomeland, 2011). Together with True+Way ASL, these two texts will train you to start learning more about Deaf Culture in ASL.

Daily & Weekly Assignments
Deaf Culture Studies
Deaf Community in America Reading Assignments
These assignments are to encourage you to read, watch, and learn from the cultural materials in a timely manner. They are designed to be short assignments to check your understanding and to reinforce key concepts. Most of the assignments will be submitted in English, but a few will be ASL video assignments submitted in Canvas. I will use both Canvas assignments, and Canvas quizzes for this purpose. There will be no difference in grade weight for these assignments if you submit them using a Canvas quiz or a Canvas assignment page. 

True+Way ASL Assignments
e-Workbook Assignments: Comprehension
The e-workbook workbook assignments are designed to help you retain what you learn from the online lectures. You will see videos and pictures online at True+Way ASL. After watching the videos, you will pick an answer from the worksheet. To help you get quick feedback on your answers, you will feed your answers into a Canvas quiz. The quiz will tell you immediately if your answers are correct. You can record your answers on a the worksheets and then feed them into Canvas, or you can open two windows on your computer, one to view the video questions on True+Way and one to record the answers in Canvas.

Assessments:
Self-Observation Assessment Review (SOAR): Production Assessment
The Self-Observation Assessment Review (SOAR) videos are at the end of each unit in the TRUE+WAY ASL Unit. In response to the SOAR videos, you are to record your ASL response and submit your video in Canvas. Please submit them by the due date. Providing quality feedback is time consuming, therefore, late assignments will likely not be accepted. If you are having technical problems, let me know right away. Please do not wait until after the due date to make me aware you are having technical issues. You will likely need a laptop or a desktop computer to submit longer videos in Canvas. Please test your equipment by submitting the Getting to Know You Assignment.

Unit Tests: Comprehension and Production Assessment
Unit tests will cover material presented prior to the test. They will include information from, TRUE+WAY ASL, class notes, handouts, lectures, vocabulary videos. They will assess your comprehension and production skills. There will be no make-up of the tests except under circumstances deemed to be extreme or unique.

Final exam:
We will have a comprehensive exam. It will test the Deaf cultural studies content as well as well as ASL comprehension and production. The final exam will be given on the last day of class. Please plan accordingly.

Grades
Final Grades: Your final grade will balance your daily and weekly assignments with your assessments. I do this with weighted percentages. (see the Grading Breakdown table in Assignments). According to the UVU's student handbook, an A grade is granted for superior achievement, not for simply attending each class and demonstrating basic understanding.

Extra Credit
I typically do not award extra credit in class.

Justification for Grades
"The letter grade “A” is an exceptional grade indicating superior achievement; “B” is a grade indicating commendable mastery; “C” indicates satisfactory mastery and is considered an average grade; “D” indicates substandard progress and insufficient evidence of ability to succeed in sequential courses; “E” (failing) indicates inadequate mastery of pertinent skills or repeated absences from class; “UW” indicates unofficial withdrawal from class (UVU Undergraduate Catalog: Academic Policies & Standards)."

Grading Breakdown
Homework assignments .... 35%
Assessments ........................... 65%
Total .......................................... 100%

Final Grade	
A 100%-94%	A- 93-90%
B+ 89-86%	B 85-83%	B- 82-80%
C+ 79-76%	C 75-73%	C- 72-70%
D+ 69-66%	D 65-63%	D-62-63%

