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Caregivers' Conversation 



1. What ideas and events 
influenced the delegates at the 
1787 Constitutional 
Convention? 

2. What were some of the 
arguments supporting the new 
federal constitution? 

Articles of Confederation 

Constitutional Convention 

Ratification 

Iroquois Confederacy 

Essential Questions 



Essential Questions: 

• What issues emerged after the 
War of Independence that made 
the American victory and the 
union precarious?

• What governmental issues did 
the new United States have 
under the Articles of 
Confederation?
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Articles of Confederation
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Constitutional Convention
Excerpts from the Debates in the 1787 Constitutional Convention 

concerning the Slave Importation Clause

Essential Question: Was it possible 
to create a union that included the 
southern states without making 
accommodations for slavery?

• What were some of the views about 
slavery some of the delegates expressed 
in the Constitutional Convention while 
debating the possible end to the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade?
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Essential Question: How does Benjamin 
Franklin encourage support for the new 
constitution?

• Why does Franklin “give his consent” to the new 
federal constitution, while also acknowledging it 
contains errors?

• What does Franklin encourage others to do 
while considering the proposed constitution?
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Franklin on the Constitution’s Errors
Closing Speech at the Constitutional Convention 
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Antifederalists: 

Suspicious of

• Centralized government removed from the 
people

• Supremacy clause

• Necessary and proper clause

• No bill of rights
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Brutus No. 1
A free republic cannot long subsist over a country 
of the great extent of the American states (only 
local government protects rights of the citizens)
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Essential Question: What are some arguments 
that supported the proposed constitution?

• What is the main argument of Federalist 10?

• What does Federalist 10 say about the concept of 
plurality in the extended republic?

• What does this famous line from Federalist 10 mean: 
“Liberty is to faction what air is to fire, an aliment 
without which it instantly expires. But it could not be 
less folly to abolish liberty, which is essential to 
political life, because it nourishes faction, than it 
would be to wish the annihilation of air, which is 
essential to animal life, because it imparts to fire its 
destructive agency.”
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Getting the Constitution Ratified Back Home
Excerpt from Federalist 10 by Publius
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Essential Question: What are some 
arguments that supported  the 
proposed constitution?

• What is the main argument of Fed 51?

• What does this famous line from Federalist 
51 mean: “If men were angels, no 
government would be necessary. If angels 
were to govern men, neither external nor 
internal controls on government would be 
necessary. In framing a government which is 
to be administered by men over men, the 
great difficulty lies in this: you must first 
enable the government to control the 
governed; and in the next place oblige it to 
control itself.”
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Getting the Constitution Ratified Back Home
Excerpt from Federalist 51 by Publius



The Great Peace Giver & 
The Great Law of Peace

The Peacemaker’s Journey & The Great Law of Peace
 by the Onondaga Historical Association, Senate Resolution 331 (1988)

Essential Question: What influence 
did the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois 
Confederacy) have on the U.S. 
Constitution?

• What is the founding story of the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois 
Confederacy)?

• What was The Great Law of Peace?

• How did the U.S. Senate recognize the 
influence of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois Confederacy) on the U.S. 
Constitution?
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https://youtu.be/QRzxFULuTz4?si=u44ZaC7zeyrfja60
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The Great Peace Giver & 
The Great Law of Peace



Iroquois Confederacy 
(aka Haudenosaunee) 
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Iroquois Confederacy and the Framers

• When the Framers were looking for 
examples of successful government, 
the Iroquois Confederacy was one of 
the successful examples they knew 
about.

• Benjamin Franklin, George 
Washington, and John Adams each 
knew about the Iroquois 
Confederacy as an example of 
federalism when they were working 
on designing a new government for 
the United States.

• In 1988 the U.S. Senate officially 
recognized the influence of the 
Iroquois Confederacy on the 
Constitution.
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Iroquois Confederacy 
and the Framers 
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Preamble

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America.
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