
Reconstruction
Amendments 
and The Bill of 

Rights 



Please open 2 tabs of 

https://quillproject.net/



The Bill of Rights 
The Bill of Rights was written in the summer of 1789 by the newly elected Congress, two years after the 
Constitution itself had been written. On 28 September 1789, following the report of the Committee for Enrolled 
Bills, the amendments agreed by both houses of Congress were referred to the individual state legislatures. Of 
the twelve amendments referred, ten were ratified by the states and comprise the Bill of Rights. This collection 
nevertheless sheds new light on the way that the language of the Bill of Rights evolved, and enables a reader to 
understand the context within which particular decisions were made. 
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Madison’s Proposed Amendments 

Session #: s4886    Event #: e126020

https://quillproject.net/m2/session/4886
https://quillproject.net/m2/session/4886#126020


What differences do you see between 
Madison’s Proposal and the Bill of Rights 
as we know them today?

What similarities?



The Civil Rights 
Amendments

Beginning with the proceedings debating 
the failed Corwin Amendment in 1861 and 
ending with the drafting of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1875, the Quill Reconstruction Projects 
illustrate a legislative story of emancipation, 
civil rights, and the reunification of the Union 
after the Civil War.



Compare H. Res. 63 and the first section of H. Res. 127.

- What is different between the two texts?
 
- What do you think are some implications of those 
differences?

Hint:  Keep in mind, H. Res. 63 is a failed 
draft  and H. Res. 127 is a referred 
document. 





 



 Comparing Two Documents

https://quillproject.net/m2/tools/compare_two_documents/


Document Who proposes the 
amendment to the 
Constitution? 

What are key phrases in 
the document?

1. For H. Res. 63

Event #:    
 e899167

  

  
Reported by Mr. 
Bingham from the Joint 
Committee on 
Reconstruction

The Congress shall 
have power to 
make all laws…

2. For H. Res. 127 

        Event #: 
       e896844
        

 
Reported by Mr. Stevens 
from the Joint Committee 
on Reconstruction

No State shall make 
or enforce any law 
…

https://quillproject.net/m2/session/5572#899167
https://quillproject.net/m2/session/5605#8968449386

