
UVU M.A. in Constitutional Government, Civics, and Law Course Descriptions 
 
 
CGCL 6100 Foundations of American Constitutionalism: Surveys the philosophical and historical 
foundations of constitutionalism in America. Covers ancient, medieval, and modern political theorists' ideas 
about regimes and constitutions. Focuses on the English constitution, the American state constitutions, and 
the Articles of Confederation that the framers of the United States Constitution drew upon in creating the 
1787 national constitution. Includes discussion of the Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers. Analyzes how 
these foundations continue to shape American constitutional law today. 
 
CGCL 6110 Structures of Government in American Constitutional Law: Engages students in an effort to 
understand the institutional logic that animates the American Constitution. Examines the structure of 
government established by the Constitution, focusing primarily on the two fundamental institutional features 
that characterize that structure: separation of powers and federalism. 
 
CGCL 6120 Rights and Liberties in American Constitutional Law: Focuses on the content and enforcement 
of constitutionally protected civil rights and civil liberties in the United States. Begins with the foundational 
ideas that formed the content of the American tradition of civil liberties in the early republic and gave rise to 
reliance on judicial review as a guarantor of constitutional rights. Examines the constitutional disputes over 
equal protection, property rights, criminal due process, freedoms of speech, press, and association, religious 
liberty and other judicially created rights concerning privacy, marriage, and parental rights. Explores primary 
sources, both in the form of judicial opinions and non-judicial documents. 
 
CGCL 6160: Roots of the American Regime: Explores core ancient and modern texts in political philosophy 
and theology that are foundational to the political thought of the American Founding. Helps students 
understand the American form of government in comparison with other regimes. Surveys American ideas 
within the history of political philosophy. 
 
CGCL 6180: Constitutional Interpretation: Engages students in an effort to understand the ideas and logic 
that animate constitutional interpretation in the American political system. Explores the major theories of 
jurisprudence in American law and their criticisms. 
 
CGCL 6190: Constitutional Law in Education: Examines the application of constitutional law to education, 
with special attention to the United States. Includes the scope and exercise of constitutional rights enjoyed by 
students, parents, teachers, and educational institutions as well as the constraints imposed by federalism, due 
process, disestablishment of religion, and other structural constitutional principles on education policy. 
 
 
CGCL 6200 Foundations of American Democracy: Surveys the philosophical and historical foundations of 
American democracy and equal citizenship. Covers key texts about democracy from ancient and modern 
republican writers, including theorists of democracy in America, like Publius, John Adams, and Thomas 
Jefferson, and observers of democracy in America like Alexis de Tocqueville. Focuses on the United States 
Constitution. 
 
 
CGCL 6300 Foundations of American Liberty: Surveys the philosophical and historical foundations of 
individual rights, limited government, and liberty in America. Covers key texts from the classical liberal 
tradition, including Roger Williams, John Locke, Thomas Paine, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Publius, 
George Washington, and John Taylor. Focuses on the Declaration of Independence. 
 



CGCL 6310: Early American Political Thought: Surveys the major figures and ideas in the development of 
early American political thought. Begins with the foundational underpinnings of the American regime and 
examines the ideas that divided the Union during the Civil War. Focuses on the ideas of major political actors 
and thinkers: both the historical context in which they wrote and the texts that they produced. 
 
CGCL 6320: Modern American Political Thought: Surveys the major figures and ideas in the development of 
American political thought. Begins with the ideas that divided the Union during the Civil War, studies the 
political thought of the Gilded Age, continues through the Progressive Era and the New Deal, examines the 
influential political ideas of the postwar period, and finishes up at the present-day. Focuses on the ideas of 
major political actors and thinkers: both the historical context in which they wrote and the texts that they 
produced. 
 
 
CGCL 6400: American Political Development: Surveys the development of the American political regime. 
Focuses on the major political ideas and institutions that have informed the thought and practice of American 
politics over the course of American history. Includes a study of the development of American 
constitutionalism, federalism, Congress, the presidency, and the Supreme Court. 
 
CGCL 6420: The Presidency in American Political Development: Examines the origins and development of 
the institution known as the United States presidency. Begins by studying the creation of the presidency at the 
time of the American Founding, and then examines how the institution has evolved up to the present day. 
 
CGCL 6430: The Supreme Court in American Political Development: Examines the origins and development 
of the United States Supreme Court. Begins by studying the creation of the Supreme Court at the time of the 
American Founding, and then examines how the institution has evolved up to the present day. 
 
CGCL 6440: Parties in American Political Development: Examines the origins and development of political 
parties in the United States. Begins by studying the creation of parties at the time of the American Founding, 
and then examines how the party system has evolved up to the present day. 
 
 
CGCL 697R: Masters Thesis Research: Supervises M.A. students on the research track writing a thesis at 
Oxford University. 
 
 
 
EDUC 6320: 21st Century Instruction and Assessment: Focuses on instructional design and delivery 
incorporating 21st century learning design and assessment. Introduces a range of instructional models and 
assessment tools. Requires planning and implementing instruction and assessment using several selected 
models. 
 
 
EDUC 6400: Contemporary Issues in Teacher Leadership: Introduces students to critical concepts about 
contemporary teacher leadership. Examines current issues and strategies impacting teacher leadership. 
Analyzes contemporary theories of learning and teaching from personal and public perspectives and how 
those theories converge with professional practice in classrooms and schools. Examines the philosophical 
foundations of curriculum and instruction in American schools, the social and cultural conditions that 
influence education, and new concepts in education curriculum materials, and methods of instruction from 
the perspective of teacher leadership. 


