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Graduate Student Policies & Expectations

Are graduate students subject to the university's Student Rights and
Responsibilities Code?

Graduate students are subject to the Student Rights and Responsibilities Code contained in Policy 541 Student
Rights and Responsibilities Code. (Policy 510, Section 4.13). Students are expected to know and uphold their
rights and responsibilities as UVU students as stated in the Student Rights and Responsibilities code.

's UVU a drug-free/alcohol-free campus?

Utah Valley University is a drug-free campus and has a “zero tolerance” alcohol and drug policy. UVU has
developed an alcohol, tobacco, and other drug policy not only in response to the federal drug-free legislation,
but also to encourage and sustain an academic environment that promotes the health, safety, and welfare of all
members of its community.

Alcoholic beverages, unlawful drugs, and other illegal substances shall not be consumed, used, carried, sold, or
unlawfully manufactured on any property or in any building owned, leased, or rented by UVU, or at any activity
sponsored by the University.

What are the accommodations for students with disabilities?

Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 Require
that reasonable and appropriate accommodation be made for all individuals with disabilities in accessing an
education. To be eligible for such accommodation at UVU, students are responsible to provide relevant medical
or psychological evidence of their disabilities. This documentation is kept by the University Accessibility

Services Office, and appropriate accommodations should be arranged in coordination and consultation with
that office.

Faculty members should provide information to students (preferably via class syllabi) regarding students’ rights
to access appropriate accommodations. "Students who need accommodations because of a disability may
contact the UVU Accessibility Services Department (ASD), located on the Orem Campus in LC 312. To schedule
an appointment or to speak with a counselor, call the ASD office at 801-863-8747.

Can | bring children to class?

Children are not permitted in University classrooms or laboratories unless they are an integral part of
instruction. Children should not be left unattended in hallways and/or restrooms.

Can | give gifts to faculty or staff?

Faculty and staff are subject to the gifts section of the State Ethics Code, Section 67-16-5 which states: “It is an
offense for a public officer or public employee, under circumstances not amounting to a violation of Section 63-
56-1001 or 76-8-105, to knowingly receive, accept, take, seek, or solicit, directly or indirectly for himself or
another, a gift of substantial value or a substantial economic benefit tantamount to a gift.

Do | need to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA to remain in my graduate
program?

Graduate students shall maintain a minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA to remain in their graduate programs. (Policy
510, Section 4.12).

Individual programs may establish higher grade point average requirements. (Policy 524, Section 4.3.5).

What happens if my cumulative GPA falls below 3.07

Graduate students whose cumulative GPA falls below 3.0 shall be placed on academic probation for the
following semester. Students whose GPAs remain below 3.0 after the probation semester shall be suspended
from their graduate program and shall not be permitted to register or attend graduate courses. (Policy 510,
Section 5.10).

How do | appeal a suspension from a graduate program for failing to maintain
a 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA?

Graduate students who are suspended from a graduate program for failing to maintain a cumulative 3.0 GPA
may appeal in writing to the director of the graduate program within 30 days of the suspension. Supporting
materials and information justifying the request should be supplied.

The graduate program director shall present the written appeal to the program graduate faculty for

consideration. The decision of the program graduate faculty shall be final. (Policy 510, Section 5.10).

Can | reapply for readmission to a program after | have been suspended?

Graduate students suspended from the University for violation of minimum cumulative GPA requirements or
Policy Student Rights and Responsibilities Code who wish to complete their program of study must apply for
readmission to the applicable graduate program. The graduate faculty may review the reason for suspension
when considering suspended students for readmission. (Policy 510, Section 5.11).

How long do | have to complete my graduate program?

Graduate coursework shall be completed within a period of six years, individual programs may require
graduate coursework be completed in fewer than six years. When extenuating circumstances warrant, a

student may request an extension to coursework completion time limits. (Policy 524, Section 4.3.3).

How do | request an extension to coursework completion limits?

To request an extension to coursework completion time limits, a student shall submit the request in writing to
the program director (or his or her designee) of the applicable school or college. The program director’s
decision shall be final.

What are the lowest grades that can count towards a graduate degree or
certificate?

Credit for courses in which a student earns a grade of C- or lower shall not be applied toward any master's
degree or graduate certificate program. Individual graduate programs may establish higher minimum grade

requirements for individual courses. (Policy 524, Section 4.3.4).

What is the maximum number of credit hours | can take as a graduate
student?

Students enrolled in master's degree or graduate certificate programs shall not be permitted to register for
more than 16 credit hours per semester, unless an exception is approved by the Director of Graduate Studies.

To request an exception to semester maximum credit-hour registration limits, a student, upon recommendation
by the program director, shall submit the request in writing to the Director of Graduate Studies. (Policy 524,
Sections 4.2.2 and 5.2).

What is the mission of Utah Valley University?

Utah Valley University is a teaching institution which provides opportunity, promotes student success, and
meets regional educational needs. UVU builds on a foundation of substantive scholarly and creative work to
foster engaged learning. The university prepares professionally competent people of integrity who, as lifelong

learners and leaders, serve as stewards of a globally interdependent community.

What are UVU's Core Themes?

e Student Success: UVU support students in achieving their educational, professional, and personal goals.

* |nclusive: UVU provides opportunity for individuals from a wide variety of backgrounds and perspectives
and meets regional education needs.

e Engaged: UVU engages its communities in mutually beneficial collaboration and emphasizes engaged
learning.

e Serious: UVU fosters a culture of academic rigor and professional excellence,
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